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5/1: Shred Event, 9am-11am Freehold/Howell Service 
Center, Free to Attend

5/2: Grand Opening Picnic, 10am-1pm Freehold/Howell 
Service Center, Free to Attend

5/7: How to Protect Yourself & Your Family from ID Theft, 
6pm Neptune, Free to Attend 

5/12: Marketing & Sales for Business, 8:30am Wall, Free    
to Attend

5/28: Women and Investing, 6pm Neptune, Complimentary

6/9: How to Walk Out of a Dealership with a New Car &  
Your Wallet, 6pm Freehold/Howell, Free to Attend

7/30: Understanding Medicare, 6pm Toms River,             
Complimentary

Upcoming Seminars      
& Events

Budgeting can spark apprehension (or aggravation) in many people, since we tend to see 
it as something that is boring and keeps us from having fun. However, budgeting doesn’t 
have to be a scary word. Here are some ways to make budgeting as easy and effortless as 
possible.

1. Automate It: To make room for savings in your budget, pay yourself first. Set up 
automatic deductions from your checking to your savings account so you’re not tempted 
to spend money put aside for your emergency fund or retirement.

2. Use Budgeting Tools: You don’t have to do it alone, especially if you’re not 
mathematically inclined or very organized. There are tons of great programs (including 
free mobile apps) out there that can help you create a budget, track your spending, and 
point out areas for improvement.  Whichever tool you choose, make sure it feels natural 
and simple-to-use for you.

3. Adopt an 80/20 Budget: If the idea of tracking every purchase and reviewing your 
budget line-by-line makes you crazy, you may want to adopt an 80/20 budget. For 
example, an 80/20 budget is where you put 20% of your income into savings                   
automatically. This money becomes untouchable, and then you have the other 80%         
available for the rest of your monthly expenses - such as groceries, utilities, and rent.
 If you find your monthly expenses go over 80%, then it’s time to cut back and find 
spending areas you can reduce.

4. Try the Envelope System, aka the Grandparent Method: Another alternative is the 
envelope system, often called the Grandparent Method (probably because your 
grandparents actually budgeted this way). If you’re a visual person, this could be the
system that helps you actually see what budgeting looks like in action. This method involves 
taking all of the cash you have for the month and placing it in envelopes that represent 
each of your budget categories.

If you can only afford to spend $200 a month on groceries, you would place $200 in the 
“groceries” envelope, and so on. Being able to see how much cash you have left for the 
month can help you stretch out your spending, and if you use what’s in the envelope before 
the month is over, you’re then forced to deal with what you’ve already spent.  If you’re 
the kind who tends to swipe a card and not really think about what you’re spending, the 
envelope system could be a great way to get back on track.

First Financial offers several free Budgeting Seminars throughout the year at our 
Monmouth and Ocean County branch locations – check out the event calendar tab at 
FIRSTFFCU.COM to view the schedule and register online.  You can also sign up for seminar 
text alerts on your mobile phone by texting FFSeminar to 69302 (standard text messaging 
and data rates may apply).
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Visit First Financial’s event calendar to register 
for upcoming seminars at firstffcu.com or text 
“FFSEMINAR” to 69302 to receive updates 

and register on your mobile phone.

4 Easiest Ways to

Using our        Click Remote Deposit Capture, it’s easy to deposit 
your checks with your mobile phone if you have a qualifying 

First Financial Checking Account! Simply login to our smartphone 
app, click on the Deposits button, take a photo of the check you 

wish to deposit, and follow the prompts.*

For iPhone and Android users only. 

*Members must meet certain criteria to be eligible for Remote Deposit Capture. Standard data rates and charges may apply.



 
N

O
TE

 F
RO

M
 T

H
E 

C
EO

At First Financial, our first priority is helping you achieve your financial dreams every time you do 
your banking with us. Together we will define your dream goals and lifestyle, 
empower you through financial education, build your wealth, plan your retire-
ment, and manage your risk. We value our members and want to assist you 
with all of your financial needs when it comes to your finances. 

We are pleased to announce that our Freehold/Howell Service Center located 
next to the Howell Park and Ride on Route 9 North is now open! The new 
branch opened its doors on February 2nd and is now the primary banking 
location for approximately a quarter of our membership. The branch features 
various convenient amenities such as a drive thru, drive up and walk up 
ATMs, and more. This will also become the future location of our corporate 
headquarters in Spring 2016.

You might remember the 2% Auto Loan Challenge Campaign that took place at the credit union last 
year. Through this incentive, we challenged you to see if we could beat your current Auto Loan rate 
by 2%. We are proud to announce that we did, and we were able to save our membership a total of 
$189,590 in 2014 through this campaign alone! Back by popular demand, we have brought the 2% 
Challenge back for 2015 – and we hope we can save you even more on your monthly vehicle 
payments. We are also excited to bring First Financial to your television screen by airing a TV spot for 
the 2% Challenge. Find us on News 12 NJ, Discovery, History, the Weather Channel, Travel, YES Net-
work, Fox Business News, Headline News (CNN2), Destination America, Animal Planet, and Hallmark 
from now until the end of the year.  Are YOU ready to take the challenge this year and see if we can 
save you money?  Get started today at firstffcu.com/challenge.htm.

Thank you for your continued relationship with us, and for choosing us as your one-stop shop for all 
of your financial needs. We take pride in meeting your goals, and providing convenient, value driven 
banking services. We are looking forward to a flourishing 2015, thank you for Thinking First – God 
Bless!

Sincerely,

Issa Stephan, CCUE
President/CEO
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Get rewarded each month by opening 
more than just another bank account!IT’S TIME TO

BREAK UP
WITH YOUR

BANK...

Unnecessary Monthly Bank Fees? 

Receive $20 a month for a year when you open or upgrade your membership with 
ANY Checking Account plus a FREE gift of your choice (see images below)!1

Checking Account must include Direct Deposit, E-Statements, Bill Pay, Free 
Online Banking, and Instant-Issued Debit Card to earn monthly dividends.

Receive a $200 Wawa Card when you are approved for a new Auto Loan of at least $15K!2

Receive a $250 Home Depot Gift Card or use the earnings to put toward closing costs when 
you are approved for a Mortgage of at least $150K!3

BBQ Tool Set Cake Pop Maker

1,2,3 Visit our Member Benefits page at firstffcu.com 
to learn more and for full terms and conditions.

CLICK: firstffcu.com 
VISIT: Toms River, Wall, Neptune, 

and our NEW Freehold/Howell 
Service Center

Congratulations to Melissa S., our Custom Photo 
Debit Card Contest winner with over 100+ votes for 
her Picture Card submission (above). She received 

a $100 Visa Gift Card plus a FREE Custom Debit 
Card featuring her new baby girl. Thank you 

to everyone who submitted a photo - 
they were all great!
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1. Assuming retirement will last 10-15 years. 
Historically, retirement has lasted about 10-15 years for most Americans. The key word 
here is “historically.” When Social Security was created in 1933, the average American 
could anticipate living to age 58 as a man or 62 as a woman. By 2014, reports indicated 
life expectancy for the average American had increased to 78.8.1,2 

So assuming you’ll only need 10 or 15 years’ worth of retirement money could be a big mistake.

In 2014, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Center for Health Statistics said that the average 65-year-old American male 
can expect to live to nearly 83. The average 65-year-old American female has an average life expectancy of 85.5.2 

2. Assuming too little risk. 
Holding onto your retirement money is certainly important; so is your retirement income and quality of life. Over the last few decades, we have had 
moderate inflation (and sometimes worse, think 1980). What happens is that over time, even 3-4% inflation gradually saps your purchasing power. 
Your dollar buys less and less. If your income doesn’t keep up with inflation – essentially, you end up living on yesterday’s money. As you retire, 
you may assume that an extremely conservative approach to investing is mandatory. But given how long we may live - and how long retirement 
may last - growth investing may be important.

Contact Mary LaFerriere or Samantha Schertz, the Investment & Retirement Center Representatives located at First Financial, at 732.312.1564 or 
samantha.schertz@cunamutual.com for a no-cost, no-obligation appointment to help you develop a plan that is unique to your own lifestyle. 

Representatives are registered, securities are sold, and investment advisory services offered through CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc. (CBSI), member FINRA/SIPC, 
A Registered broker/dealer and Investment Advisor, 2000 Heritage Way, Waverly, Iowa 50677, toll-free (866) 512-6109. Nondeposit investment products are not  
federally insured, involve investment risk, may lose value and are not obligations of or guaranteed by the financial institution. CBSI is under contract with the financial 
institution, through the financial services program, to make securities available to members. 

This material was prepared by MarketingLibrary.Net Inc., and does not necessarily represent the views of the presenting party, nor their affiliates. This information 
should not be construed as investment, tax or legal advice. All information is believed to be from reliable sources; however, we make no representation as to its 
completeness or accuracy. Please consult your Financial Advisor for further information (www.petermontoya.com, www.montoyaregistry.com, www.marketinglibrary.
net). 
1 – www.ssa.gov/history/lifeexpect.html [1/28/14]
2 – www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/10/08/us-life-expectancy-hits-record-high/16874039/  [10/9/14]

• Your Picture Card will function like a regular Debit Card and can be 
used wherever electronic VISA Debit Card transactions are accepted
• Upload personal photos or choose an image from our stock gallery
• Once the image is approved – your Debit Card will be ready for 
pick-up at a branch location!

Visit firstffcu.com to create 
your custom debit card today!*

Once your Debit Card is approved, share your Picture Card on Facebook!

EXPRESS YOURSELF
Add your favorite photo to your Debit Card!

*Visit our First Access Debit Card page at firstffcu.com for full terms & conditions.

Could Assumptions Harm Your Retirement Plan?
Two Common Misconceptions To Think About

Provided by your Investment & Retirement Center

*Visit our Online Banking/Bill Pay page at firstffcu.com for full terms & conditions.



Information contained in “First Edition” is intended to summarize products and services. It is not a complete disclosure 
of all terms and conditions. For full details, please contact First Financial Federal Credit Union directly at 866-750-0100. 
All rates and terms are subject to change without notice. This Credit Union is Federally Insured by NCUA.

Website:  FIRSTFFCU.COM
Loan Connection:   866-750-0100, Option 4
To Fax Loan Application:  732-312-1530 (24-hour)

Member Relationship Center Phone Hours: 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 1:00pm

Local Callers: 732-312-1500 
Out of Area: 866-750-0100

Board of Directors
Gordon Holder, Chairperson
Earl Sutton, Jr., Vice Chairperson
David Graf, Secretary & Treasurer
Elizabeth M. White
Laurita Carr
Catherine McLaughlin

Supervisory Committee
Elizabeth M. White, Chairperson
Karen Fiore
William E. Lang

Issa E. Stephan, CCUE, President/CEO

First Financial’s Supervisory Committee has the 
responsibility to investigate Member compliants 
that cannot be resolved through normal channels. 
If you have a complaint or suggestion to improve 
our service to you or if you have an unresolved 
problem, please write to:

Supervisory Committee
P.O. Box 751, Neptune, NJ 07754

Federally Insured by NCUA

HOLIDAY
BRANCH CLOSINGS

Monday, May 25:
Memorial Day 

Saturday, July 4:
Independence Day

Monday, September 7:
Labor Day 

Neptune Branch
783 Wayside Road

Wall Branch
1800 Route 34 North, Bldg. 3

Toms River Branch
1360 Route 9 South
Corner of Routes 9 & 571

NEW! Freehold/
Howell Service Center
389 Route 9 North
Freehold, NJ 07728
Next to Howell Park & Ride 
 

Putting people first since 1936.

Our New Freehold/Howell 
Service Center is Open!

Stop in and let us help you achieve your financial dreams by defining your dream 
goals & lifestyle, empowering you through financial education, building your 
wealth, planning your retirement, and managing your risk. Our new branch 

features a drive thru, drive up and walk up ATMs, and more. We look forward to 
continue serving you in our newest location!

Stop by during our Grand Opening Week starting Monday, 
April 27 through Saturday, May 2. You won’t want to miss a 
week full of activities, fun, and contests where you can win 
some great prizes including various prize packs to Six Flags 

Great Adventure and two season beach passes! Visit our 
Event Calendar at firstffcu.com for details.

389 Route 9 North
Freehold, NJ 07728

(Next to the Howell Park & Ride)

Financial Tips: Earn More. Save More. Spend Smarter. 


